Technique Exercises for Horn
Compiled by John Ericson

These exercises, drawn from two of my recent publications (Playing High Horn and A Mello
Catechism, published by Horn Notes Edition), may be incorporated into a warm-up or inserted
into a focused practice session. As presented here in this PDF publication, the series of exercis-
es almost work as a warm-up, but you will want to start with some gentle warm-up before the
first exercise.

And for much more on the horn visit Horn Matters, the most comprehensive horn website on
the Internet.

John Ericson
Arizona State University

Copyright 2012, John Ericson. All rights reserved. This PDF edition may not be sold or published,
and may not be included in any collection of teaching materials or book without express permis-
sion.

Clarke “Second Study,” arranged Ericson
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Articulation Study

The following exercise is an excellent one in which to focus on the quality of your attacks: look always for the
perfect, precisely timed soft articulation. Relax the lips between notes, and time your breathing in relation to the
attack carefully. Breathe, set, and play in one continuous motion without the slightest hitch.
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Buzz It, Play It

Play this exercise first on the mouthpiece alone using a drone to hold the pitch level of each arpeggio. Continue
the pattern to the highest note you can reach, buzzing the pattern on the mouthpiece. Then follow this by playing
the exercise again on the horn, again using the drone to hold the pitch level of each arpeggio, fingering the notes as
normal, starting on the same arpeggio printed below and continuing upward to the highest note you can reach. Be
aware of the geometry of your embouchure as you buzz to the top and keep that geometry consistent on the horn.
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Fast Low Arpeggios

This should be played on the F horn as below, but often I take the high range notes on standard fingerings.
Play smoothly and cleanly, but fast enough to enable playing each arpeggio in one breath if possible.
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Fast and Light Exercise
Feel the groupings of six.
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Low Register Stretch

This is but one of many exercises that will help you loosen up after a long playing session. This exercise may also
be inserted into a warm-up or technique session whenever you need to loosen up more.
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